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REMARK 8 


Pr. MIDDLETO x. 
EXAM INATIO N 


OF THE 


Lord ep of Lo po 
D1 8 C OUR SES. 


Duan $12, 


R. Middletor's Examination of 

the Biſhop of London's Diſ- 
courſes has lately —_ its way down 
to us, and gn ps it out of 
my hand till I had gone — with it; 
ſo eager an appetite had I for any thing | 
that comes from the pen of ſo cele- 
brated aWriter. 1 ſhall be very glad 
| B to 


e 

to 8 your ſentiments of this per- 
formance, and to encourage you to 
open your mind to me, I ſhall with- 
out ſeruple tell you "y own. 


The Door has given many ſpeci- 
mens before of his talent at ſatyr and 
ridicule, and with how great contempt 
he can treat thoſe who happen to dif- 
fer from him. This indeed is the com- 
mon foible of polemic writers, tho 
they all diſclaim it in their turns, and 
profeſs that they contend not for vic- 
tory, but truth. However, as the prac- 
tice is ſo common, one would the leſs 
wonder that the Doctor falls in with 
the ſtream : when mens ſpirits are heat- 
ed and inflamed with controverſy, it is 
natural for a little acrimony to fly off; 

but how he comes to let ſo large a 
ſhare of it fall upon the Biſhop of 
London, is paſt my ſkill to account 
for; bor 1 never yet heard that the 
op be eyer enter d the lifts againſt 


him, 


02 
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vo 


| T1 
him, or taken him to taſk for my of 
bis exerptioneble notions. | 


©" Whatever, provocation, his ates 
antagoniſts may have given him to be 
ſevere upon them, the Biſhop, as 
far as we know, has let him alone, at 
leaſt, has publiſh'd nothing againſt 
him ; the 3 therefore will join in 
condemning the indecent liberties he 
has taken with him, and reſent ſo 
much ill. placed abuſe ; and whatever 
opinion they may have of the abilities 
of his head, they will have no favour- 
ne one of the gopdnginch his heart. 


One reaſon che Doctor e * 
not. having read the Biſhop's Diſcourſes 
ſooner, is, —— he was afraid of having 
his judgment warp d by the authority 
of ſuch a writer, who was qualified to 
dreſs up any ſubject into any form 
which Ax beſt ſerve his ] views. 


Naw, by. the turn of e red b 


r IO IVY 


| La) 
Doctor would infinuate, that the Biſhop 
had ſome ſelßſd, and conſequently bad 
views in the drawing up theſe Diſ- 
courſes ; if he does really mean that 
the Biſhop had any bad views to ſerve, 
it muſt paſs for calumny, unleſs it is a 
bad. ſelſiſb view to vindicate revealed 
Religion from the attacks of Infidels 
for.it would puzzle any candid alder 
to find any other WIRE Biſhop could 
nn in them. 


wel, after he had dantetnined to 


2A Gee cel Diſcourſes a reading, would 


not one have expected, that a man who 
pretends to be ſo fair and impartial a 
ſearcher after truth as Dr. M N 
ſhould read them without any preju 

2 or biaſs upon his mind? How is 
it poſſible to profit from reading an 
author, if you — ſo high an opinion 


of him beforehand, as to approve every 


thing, or on the echer Hand 1 low an 


one as to diſſile * 
ee ri, 4 tor wrong ? 
Now 


10 

had 
Mf- 
hat 
ve, 
is a 
led 
ls; 
der 
uld 


to 
uld 
pho 
i] a 
ron, 


ſehß ever ſubril 125 * 


1 

N o x /chink it pretty evident, wbt 
the latter was the Doctor's caſe; for he 
tells us expreſsly, hat he expefed 2 find 
in this capital work of bis Lordſhip, — 
& fpecies of reaſoning” peculiar to him- 
2fmed, but never 
cohvincing, fitter to perplex than iJtuſ- 
rute. This I fay was, by his own 
conteffion, what he expected to meet 
with in the 's Diſcourſes, before 
he ever lock'd into them; strange 
prejudice and partiality = and then 
he boldly ſays, that he found them 
on reading juft ſuch as he bad er pecrel 


Why if he expected thus, before he 


read, no wonder that he found them 
ſo, for that very expectation would have 
biaſe” d him, no matter how convin- 
cing the Biſhop! $ reaſoning. might be. 
But let me tell the Doctor, that the 
erpectation which the world in gene- 
ral had of thefe Diſcourſes before they 
were publiſh d, was very different from 
Pag. 4 


His: 


2 


ö 

his; they expected to ſee new Light 
thrown. in upon an entangled Argu- 
ment, under the management of ſo 
able. a writer ; and if we may judge 
by the reception theſe Diſcourſes met 
with, and | he high « character they have 
hitherto maintain d, they would own, 
that their erpeclations were anſwer d 
to the full. 80 here is the expect ation 
of the world i in favour of the Biſhop, 
and the. expe&ation of the Doctor in 
prejudice of him, to weigh againſt 
each other, and which ought. to pre- 
. there ein be "Pp pep 
Mt le ing. 


15 Tbe Doctor 3 great Ss with 
; Biſhop's. omitting his preface to 

the former. editions, and that his re- 
flections upon this matter may be the 
more taken notice of, and ſtrike deep- 
er, he has thrown. them together into 


the form oſ a note. He wonders the 


„ 


11 1. 
omiſſion ; 


[7] 


omiſſion ; but fince f has not, he is 
reſolv d to > gueſs at one for him, and 
indeed it is ſuch an one as nothing 
but ill nature could ſuggeſt ; a reader 
of any candour could have been at no 
loſs in finding out a more favourable 
ONE, | | | 


0 to ths H [ypothefis which is the 
Topick of the fourth Diſcourſe, he de- 
clares it abſolutely to be weak and ir- 
rational, without offering at one ſin- 
gle argument to prove it ſo. Very ma- 
giſterial truly | Oh, but this you are 
to ſuppoſe that he will prove hereafter, 
when he is more at leiſure to take the 
Biſhop to taſk about this and other 
matters. Well, let him firſt prove 
it ſo, and then let him call it fo if 
he- pleaſes ; but ſurely at preſent he 
is a little too peremptory, unleſs it 
thould appear that the thing is /z/f- 
evident; which is ſo far from being 
the als; that moſt perſons whom I 
ha ve heard talk of that Hypothefir, 


have 


well weighed 


KS 


have d it to be a moſt reaſon- 


. * a ingenidus one. 


39 be Bi he owns propoſes it 
1 — e as a conjecture 
ar haſty thought not duly confidered by 
him, which, ; ſays, ſoftens his diſ- 
guſt, and checks the ſeverity of his 
criticiſm. Now I have look d care- 
fully into the Preface again, and can 


find nothing like the Biſhop's owning 


it to be 2 3 


by him. 80 far as I can judge 
n 
J ſhould think that the Biſhop had 
n 
in his thoughts, and that he was fully 


convinced Fimſelf of the truth of what 


he was then offering to the examina- 
tion of the publick : he ſays indeed, 
« That it may perhaps be treated as 
* the effect of mere fancy and ima- 
6 gination, for there are many pre- 


te judices which lie in its way; how- 


E ever, n ſhould not be 


. | 2a 1 2 


[9] 

« approved, he ſhould not be ſo fond 
* | of it as to enter into a controverly 

« about it. ” 
Now may it not be ſaid, that the 
** Biſhop had full affurance given him, 
re ſoon after the publiſhing theſe Diſ- 
2 courſes, not only by their quick ſale, 
bat by the teſtimony of his friends and 
bis acquaintance, that the whole had met 
re. I with univerſal approbation, and this 
an at a time when he was not in ſo ele- 
ing rated a ſtation, as to have cauſe to 
. ſuſpect that his friends only meant to 
ige ¶ make their court to him by commend- 
ing his performance? And may not 
this be a good reaſon for dropping 
his Preface, where, as the Doctor ſays, 
be expreſſes himſelf with diffidence, ſince 
he had no further cauſe: to be difident 

about them? 

Who would have thought then chit 
the gentle Doctor, whoſe diſguſt had been 
ma- ¶ ſoftned, and the ſeverity of bis criti- 
pre- d check'd, ſhould, upon account of 
W. this omiſſion, be ſo highly provaked, as 
t be » Vide Preface. . 

La e - to 


1201 
to treat this Hyporbeſis of the Biſhop's I} ,, 
with all imaginable contempt, calling . 
it a moſt ridiculous conceit enforced | 
with the greateſt zeal and ſerioufne; 
in an Eriscor al ſermon? * 00 

But it is not only the Biſhop and 
his AMppotbe fir whom he thus treats 
with contempt, but the generality of 
his readers and all his admirers, in the 
laſt paragraph of his long note, which 
is ſo much upon the OurRE, that 1 
cannot forbear ere r the whole 15 
of r if 

e But to ſay the truth, I have ne- c 
iner angel a ſtronger inſtance ol ,, 

the public patience, and blind de 4 
« ference 'to the authority of a great 

name, than in the caſe of theſe ver) 
<-Diſcoutſes ; which, tho in all part th 

4 greatly exceptionable, and furniſ-Y th. 
= ing matter of offence i in-every page i 


"The Doctor has committed an egregious blundill of 


here, in a Enid fact, which if he had uſed but com- 8⁰ 
mon care, t have avbided. Dr. Sherlock was not! 
Biſhop when * preached theſe Sermons, as the firſt ed vt 
tion of them would have inform'd him; therefore it wh + 
not an EpIsco AL Sermon; but the ſneer” at the word ing 
Epiſcopal, was the ſnare which drew him into i de 


02 5 — c hay 


1 

Ps © have yet paſſed thro' many editions, 
© not only without reproof, but with 
, « ſome degree even of approbation. 
20% e And it was this experience perhaps 
« of what the world would bear, 
and a which made his Lordſhip reſolve 
© to withdraw his Preface, and to 
b * treat us no longer with any cere- 
_ wy; « mony ; having ſeen, that notwith- 
5 « ſtanding the conſciouſneſs which 
at 1 © he had declared of being in the 
« wrong, the public was ſtill diſpoſed 
« to think him in the right, and that 
ne his Nonsznsz would go down with 
«© them, without giving him the trou- 

« ble of making an excuſe for it.” 
greif What think you of this, Sir? Is he 
dot here rampant in his inſults upon 
the common ſenſe and judgment of 
the world, as well as upon the Biſhop 
PPS" bimſelf? The Maſters of the bench 
of thoſe two honourable and learned 
Societies before whom theſe Diſcourſes 
irſt eu were preach'd, were blind, in teſtify- 
i wolf ing their approbation of them, and 
deſiring him to print them: the wo 
C 2 2 


a 
lic were blind in ſpeaking ſo well of 


them, and making ſuch. an extrava- 
gant demand for them, as to occaſion 
their paſſing thro' ſo many editions : 
in ſhort, every body almoſt were lind 
except this agacious Doctor, and the 
Biſhop himſelf; for he allows Him not 
to be blind; No, he ſaw clearly enough 
what a parcel of ſimple credulous fools 
he had to deal. with, and that any 
NoNsENSE of his would 80 down with 
them. 

But now, if the ward were ſuch cre- 
FT fools, as to be eaſily impoſed 
upon, in what character muſt the 
Biſhop ſtand, who thus impoſes upon 
them, eſpecially in matters of religi- 
ous concern, and when he had de- 
elared, as the Doctor ſays, his con- 
ſciouſneſz that he was all the while 
giving them falſhood inſtead of truth? 
And here I would call upon the 
Doctor to ſhew us, where the Biſhop 
has declared his conſciouſneſs of his 
being i in the wrong; ſure Tam, there 
is nothing like-it it in the Preface 5 7 
948 the 


E oo, — 8 © Wy, 


r . od 
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L223. 
the Biſhop himſelf ever declared it to 
the Dodo, or to any of His friends 
from whom he had the intelligence ? 
This is not ſo light a matter as 


may eahly be paſſed over : if the 


Doctor, after all, is not able to make 


good what he has hero poſrtively aſ- 
ſerted, he muſt be content to Paſs for a 
FALSE ACCUSER. 

It grieves one won to ſee fo 
Fg and lively a pen, as the Doctor 
is indiſputably the maſter of, have ſo 
much gall paſs thro' it, that a man of 


ſo great parts and learning, ſhould be 


ſo unpoli te and ill bred, as to be want- 


ing in the common reſpect and civi- 


ity that is due to his betters. 
It is well, if ſome people do not 


| ſuppoſe that his ſpleen againſt the 
pains he has 


Biſhop ariſes, from the 
taken, and the learning he has em- 


ploy'd, and the ſucceſs his labours have 


met with in the cauſe of Chriſtianity : 


I will not impute it to ſo baſe a mo- 
tive ; but then I cannot help think- 
ing, that he has ſome private perſonal 


_ pique 


323 — . — es - 


— -— rey net 


toit? 


[ 14 ] 
pique againſt him: if this ſhould be 
the caſe, what, I beſeech you, has the 
public to do with it, who are ſtrangers 


But enough of this : you ſee how 1 
was diſg uſted at the Pottor s ſtyle, by 
that —— I had read a few pages of 
bis work; there are many more flou- 
riſhes of the ſame invidious caſt, which 
you cannot help having your eye upon, 
as you go thro it; ſuch as @ pomp 
af words-—an empty firain of Rhets- 
Tick. without argument or fignificancy 
m——* a celebrated trier of witneſſes* 
— crude refletion——— waſh and 
unguarded ———* vain and impertinent 
fancy ' fallaciaus and We 
——#con/djcuouſly trifling— Per- 
Plerea inconfrfient piece of ſophifiry--— 
ov old inſulting queftion——— * flim/y 


TY Wk. 60. Pag. 63. The Pamphlet of the Trial 


8 the reſurretiong and the author of it 
pw 1 well known ; that the Doctor has a fling at them 


bath here, is very evident; by this; we may gueſs what 


he would be at, if e e e or 
— we "may ſee it hereafter, when he falls upon the 


Win. * Pag. de. Fag. N Pag- 30. 
Rin. 3 Fag. 163. Pag. 183. 


Auf 


e if ib. & A ond 


——_ — a«. Macs. co ac «@ 
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Juff, 2 ſpun web of gx eo 


whims and precuribus ſuppofitions. 


I ſhall now endeavour to give you | 


a ſpecimen of the DoQor's reaſoning ; 
16 a ſpecimen only, for ſhould I ex- 
amine the whole, it would exceed the 
bounds of a letter, and I ſhall take 
what firſt comes to hand. 

As it was a bold attack upon the 
heme of literal Prophecy which gave 
birth to theſe Diſcourſes, the 12 op 
lays before us the true ſcheme as found- 
ed in Scripture rightly explained; and 

accordingly traces it up to the curſe 
pronounced r the d 5 pe at the 
2 1 

That there is boch 4 Chain of Pro- 
phec as the ' Biſhop has (exhibited in 

his ſcherme, and that the firſt link of 


it begins fo early, has been the opinion 


of all ſound Divines; I Will not hunt 
for many inſtances or this, but ſhall 


content myſelf with -produting only 


one, an author of the firſt rank, and de 
ſervedly in the higheſt eſteem amengft 
e men; it is the celebrated Dr. 


3 CLARK 


61 

Cr.akx whom J am going to quote. 
* © God — thought fit, from the be- 
« ginning of the world, to give men 
64 at firſt obſcure: notices, and after- 
<« wards by degrees clearer and clearer 
60 predictions of a Saviour who ſhould 
© come in the fulneſs of time to be 
ce their redeemer, eie inter- 
geceſſor and judge. And again, 
«, + having therefore in perfect 'wil- 
« dom, as-ſupreme governor and lord 
« of all, determined to bring ſinful 
% man to ſalvation by this particular 
method, he opened his divine inten- 
«tion at. firſt obſcurely to Adam, by 
«© promiſing that the ſeed of the wo- 
c man ſhould bruiſe the 8 
„ head: and. afterwards a little fur- 
« ther to Abraham, by ſhewing him, 
64 that in his ſeed mould all * na- 
tions of the earth be bleſſed: then, 
with ſtill more diſtinct circumſtances 
«to Mqęſes, under the numerous types 
& and ſhadows of the law ; and laſtly 

« more and more plainly and wand 


. - ® Carr's Sermons, vol. v. p. 22. T bid. p. 23. 
414. 8 6 « citly, 


: < 


. 

te citly, as the time drew nearer, by 
« full and clear predictions of many 
& ſucceſſive prophets.” a 

I have ſingled out this inſtance to 
ſhew that the Biſhop's Chain of pro- 
plecy is no novel conceit of his own, 
and therefore he might have ſpared his 
banters upon him, for the immoderate 
length of it; not however that I have 


any hopes that it will have any weight 
with | *. Doctor, though 1 ſhould 


ſupport it with other great names; for 
tho the Doctor is free enough himſelf 
to quote the opinions of learned men 
when they ſeem at all to favour his on 
notions, yet, when they are cited againſt 
him, they avail nothing; then, Hu- 
thority becomes a treacherous Guide to 
a ſearcher after truth; then, the ſcri- 
ptures only, and not the comments of 


the learned upon them, are the rule 


by which he governs himſelf, and to 


"which he appeals. Be it fo; by the 


ſcriptures only, let us judge and decide 
this cauſe between him and the Biſhop. 


He charges the Biſhop with amu- 
ana0 Md bo Wn 207 07” 007 qu ee 


D* * a fing 


— — way 
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481 
« ſing us with prophecies as old as the 
7 ci c itſelf, deduced from our firſt 

ent Adam, but he can ſee no ad- 
é yantage in his ſcheme, except in the 
s greater length of the prophetic Chain, 
4 than of that which the Evangeliſts 
1 made uſe of the evangelical Chain, 
e which begins with Moſes, reaches on- 
« 1y throug — ſeveral hundred years, 
Ll "Fi Chain, which 1 
et with Adam, reaches through ſeveral 
. * thouſand. Vet this extenſion of it 
t into the antediluvian ages, can ſerve 
te no other end, but to envelope a plain 
. queſtion of fact in clouds and my- 
A — which may afford more ground 
indeed for a fanciful genius to build 
* its airy caſtles upon, but none at all, 
on which we can raiſe any ſolid or 
te ſatisfactory argument. Wen 
The Doctor's opinion of the matter 
e is plainly, this, that there is no re- 
ference. made throughout the whole 


NAW TESTAMENT, or throug h the 


GosesLs at leaſt, to any — in 
the Ol p relating to Jrsus CarIsT, 
b up than to the time of, Moss; 


Fg. 24. & 25. | and 


, TC , 
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and in proof of this, he gives us a de- 


tail of many particular prophecies cited 

the EVANGELISTS, and ſome by our 
Loxp himſelf ;' of which I ſhall pre- 
ſently take notice. 

"Only let me aſk him firſt, how he 
could thus overlook the 8th Chapter of 
St. Fohn's Goſpel, where Ixsus tells the 
Fews — Your Father Abraham rejoyced 
to ſee my Day, and he ſaw it and was 

. How was it poſſible for Abra- 
ham to ſee this Day at ſuch a diſtance, 
but by the Se1zIT of Gop, or in ſome 
Proeutcy what this PRO HEC was, 


the Evangeliſt is ſilent about, but the 


Apoſtle Paul will help us out in the 3d 
chapter of his epiſtle to the Galatians, 
where he ſays, that he bleſſing of Abra- 
ham came on the Gentiles thro Feſus 
Chriſt: now turn to the hiſtory of A. 
braham in the O. T. and fee what that 


bleſſing was : you will find it firſt in. 


Gen. xii. 3. and afterwards repeated Gen. 


XX11. 18. wah this ſmall difference, that 
whereas it is ſaid in the former, in THE =. 


ſhall allFamns of the earth be bleſ- 


Jed; in the latter it runs — in thy SRD 


D 2 * ſhall 


[ 20 ] 

foall all the Nations of the earth be bleſ- 
fed; of which variation this account is 
given, that when the promiſe was re- 
peated, Iſaac was born, and ſo he was 
concern d in it as well as Arabam; but 
I will lay no ſtreſs upon this. I Ge 
not refer'd you to the whole of the blel- 
ling ; for part of it related to the tem- 
— proſperity of him and his family; 
but to that part of it in which we are 

at preſent concern d. 

What is the true import then of this 
bleſſing ? aſk St. Paul in the chapter 
above cited, and he will tell you, that 

by THY SEED is meant CHRIS: it muſt 
be thus that Arabam himſelf under- 
ſtood it, or it will be impoſſible to tell 
how he could ſee the Day or Curisr 
ſo far off, agrecable een our Savr 
OUR has affirmed. Eck 
Here then, if we _ toe our Sa- 
_ or St. PauL's word, we have a 
Promi ſe or prophecy, for they amount to 
the ſame thing here, tive to the 
Mxz8381an, between four and five hun- 
dred years higher than the time of Mo- 
_ which goes toalmoſt half the length 
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of the Bp's Chain, as long as the Dr. is 
pleaſed to make it; and yet what a pretty 
contraſt did he make, in ſay ing that the 
Evangelical Chain reaches only thro' 
era hundred years, whereas the Bp's 
reaches thro” ſeveral thouſands ? 

I am glad we are ſecure of this point, 
by-an evidence which the Dr. will not 
object to, tho he happen d not to ſee it, 
for the ſake of that remarkable prophe- 
cy of Tacos, concerning the Sceptre's 
not departing from JuDan, till SnrLon 
came; which I have ever look d upon 

the ſtrongeſt that can be urged up- 
on the Fews in the Bible: for, if the 
Dr. could have proved his Evangelical 
ain to be as ſhort as he has ſaid, this 
prophecy too as well as the other malt 
have been ſtruck off. 

Having thus catch'd the Dr. at an 
oyerſight, let us attend a little to his 
reaſoning with the Bp. He wonders 
that the Bp. can God. fault with his 


adverſary cs conſidering the prophe- 


cies . to JIæsus ſingly and inde- 
pendently of each otber, when the Ev an- 
GELISTs themſelves have ſo conſider d 


and 
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and applied them ; for in thus con- 
demning his adverſary, he condemns 


the EvanctLisTs at the ſame time. 


* Then he tells us, that the uſe which. 


was made of prophecy in the N. T. is 
the /ole rule by which we can form a 
juſt notion of it. 
Now I deſire to ln hae it ap- 

rs, that any of the EvanctLsTs 
en made it a point, to deduce the 
evidence of our Saviour's divine miſ- 
ſion from the prophecies of the O. T. 
how then can they be a rule for any 
perſon who is inclin'd to make ſuch a 
deduction ? 

Their principal d was to 0 give 
a hiſtory of the birth, life, death, re- 
ſurrection and aſcenſion of the Loxp 
Ixsus, together with the miracles which 
he wrought, and the doctrines and pre- 
cepts which he had deliver d; it was 
not a controverſial work, wrote for the 
ſake of the Fews, but was to be of uſe 
to all mankind: there is enough ſaid in 
it to convince the Gentile world, tho 
there had not been a ſingle prophecy 
refer'd to out of the O. T. and for the 
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conviction of the eus, there is the evi- 
dence from prophecy appealed to, be- 
cauſe they could not conſiſtently believe 
in JssUs, notwithſtanding all his mighty 
works, till it from thence appear d, that 
he was the very perſon of whom Mos ES 
and the Prophets had written: but then 
this Evidence is only appealed to; it is 
not deduced by any of the Evaxce- 
LISTS 3 #hat is what they were to do for 
themſelves; for the writings of the O. T. 
were in kid hands: itis true, they have 
oecaſionally cited many fingle prophe- 
cies independent of any regular ſcheme, 
juſt as the events in their hiſtory cor- 
bonded with them; and ſome of 
them are. ſuch, as might: have eſcaped 
an examiner not well verſed in the pro- 
phetic language and idiom; and hat 
might be a reaſon for their ſo being 
pointed out to us: but wherever their 
hiſtory. relates any argument or de- 
bate — the Jews upon this ſubject, 
the appeal is e made to the 
Scriptures at large. 

Thus when Izsus afficm'd, that he 
came to fulfil the Law and the Pro- 
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phets, he did not produce inſtances in 
proof of this, but left them to try and 
examine the truth of his affirmation by 
their Law and their Prophets: again, 
when he held a long argument with 
them upon the fubje& of his miſſion, 
and is expoſtulating with them for their 
obſtinacy in r&jeting him, he only bid; 
them ſearch the Scriptures, and they 
would find that zhey teffified of him; 
but how or Where they teſtify of him, 
He does not particularly fay: ſo in what 
he immediately ſubjoins concerning the 
teſtimony of Moss Here is one that 
accuſeth you, even Mos s in whom you 
rut; for bad ye believed Mosss 9e 
would bave believed me, for be wrote of 
me — we do not find that he alledged 
any particular paſſages from the writ- 
ings of Moss in proof of this. 

© "Thus again in his converſation with 
bis two diſciples at Euuavs, after he 
had reprimanded them for not believing 
what the Prophets had ſpoken, he 
vouchſafed to expoumd unto them in al 
the Scriptures the things concerning him 
elf; but it is very remarkable here, * 


« he appeals 
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the Evangeliſt has recorded nothing of 
this expoſition. The ſame thing is 865 
ade a little lower in the hiſtory, 
when he appeared to the eleven Apoſ- 
tles; it is only ſaid that he opened their 
underſtandings, that they might under- 


fand the Seriptures, and ſaid unto 


them tbus it is written, and thus it be- 


boved Chriſt" to ſuffer, &c 


We — 0 then the Dr's ir; ption 
ben theſe inſtances, © That our Ku. 
© grounded the authority of his mil⸗ 
t ſion on the evidence of prophecy; 
he could not do otherwiſe to any pur- 


poſe when he had Fews to deal with, 


for a reaſon already given; « That 
te he declared that Moſes and the 
« Prophets had written and teſtified 
«of him, in a manner fo expreſs, 
« that thoſe who believed Mo/es, muſt 
« of courſe, if they were conſiſtent, be- 
e lieve alſo in him, in proof of which 
to the Scriptures ; ex- 

“ horts the — femrch then? and 
i pots de Gul of is veracity cn the 
« iſſue of that ſearch,” * | 
Ns, . : E | - All 
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All this is ve I true ; but of what 


avail is it, I beſeech- you, to cancel 
that ſeries of prophecies which other 
learned men as well as the Bp. have 
diſoover d in the writings of the O. T.? 
Oh, but it is unwarrantable, ſays 1 the 
Dr. to extend i it into the. antediluvian 
ages, becauſe 1 THIS envelopes a plain 
weſtion of fact in clouds and myſtery : 
| Led but-to the times. of Moſes where 
the writers of the N. T. have fix d it, 
and 1 ſhall be able to deal; with, you ; 
| the Evanceiicar 3 which. be- 
gins with Moſes, reaches on! Lakes 
ſome hundreds of years, whereas the 
Bp Cο reaches thro fo ame thou- 
fands. 
8 to this 1 5 the Clein 
the Bp. is not to be charged with 
| 7 it, for he only takes it, as he 
Ands it: but let me tell the Dr: that 
there is not that difference, after Lye 
between the two CHalxs, 
. pleaſed to ſuggeſt ; 8 2 

we come to ey. them; bem, vl be 
exactly the lame... . 
AA = be 
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el The EvanetLicar CHAIN, it is true 
er begins with Meſes; but where does 
ve % begin? why, with the Yzars 
. Hong TAE PLoop — rr Apan 
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un furpriz d x Man of the Dr's pene⸗ 
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re aation could hope to have paſs un- 

t, Naſcovered: becauſe the writers of the 

: NT. have refer d us to Moſes for the 

— ophetic evidence relating to Cunls T, 

zh xrefore.we are not to trouble our 

bo ads with any prophecics relating to 
+ im chat are earlier than the times of 
% Was ever conſequence more 

„ lurd ? and yet upon this conſe- . 
ch Neence n N of the two n | 
he DW built, | 

at When our' Saviour bids the Fews 

U, arch the Scriptures, or when be 

is ned the un xftandiog of his diſ- 

= ls, that they ſhould underſtand 

be Pe Scriptures, can any body be at à 

C is to know what is meant by the 

* ed! <a ? do 7 not "tins 
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in Ar the writings of My/es at lea ? 


it is ſaid, he took in ALI. TR Schi- 


it is ſaid where he began; 


gan at Maſes; and where can his be- 
chapter of Ganefs, for that is the b. 


it is chat he muſt have begun; an 
is beyond the Dr's kill to prove 


berty to conſider the curſe upon the ſe 


ah evidence. 
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When he expounded to the two di. 
ciples the. Uo concerning himſelf 


TURES 5 and to make it Mill clearer, 
n; for he be 


ginning at Moſes be, hut at che fr 


ginning of the Sckwrunazs ? Hoy 
ever, if there is any thing in the bock 
of Orxxsis prophetic of Cunzsr, ber 


that there is got, I will venture to 0 


8 that natwithſtanding what f 
has. ſaid, the Bp; or any one is at l 


pent as predictive of the MxssfAh ve 
confiſtently with what the writers c 
the N. IJ. have ſaid es che proph 


| What is become now vor chat diſtin 
| tiaction between the two CRHALNS whi 
he harps. upon, ſince they are ane a 
er af thi aue bun xp 
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lea? ning with Adam? or how could the 
vo dill Dr. fo far forget himſelf as to call it 
imſelf the Evanczicar, Crain, ſince he de- 
Schi- ties that there is any ſuch Chain in 
learer, i the Gon? The EvANeELIs Ts, he 
tells you, conſider and apply the pro- 

phecies cited by themſelves fngly and 

independently of each other. Where 
then is the Crain, if they are not 
This is an inconſiſtency which might 
have been overlook d in a leſs correct 
writer, but I ſhall take my leave of 
him and you for the preſent, or I ſhall 
exceed the bounds of a Letter. _ / 
By this ſpecimen I have given you 
of his reaſoning, I think it muſt ap- 
pear, that the foundation of the Bp's 
| ſcheme in theſe excellent Diſcourſes, 
ſtands ſafe and unhurt, notwithſtand- 
ing the Dr's rude attack upon it. 
Now, in return for this, I ſhall de- 
| fire you to give me your opinion of 
the remaining part of this elaborate 
performance, with the ſame freedom 
as I have done; there is fair ſcope 
„ 


leſt you to wörkk 
_ noti;but EAA ſee! his ſaphiſtry ex- 
mniſed and! his; ãnſolence chaſtiſed in 
a more eflectua}:manner, if I 
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d iche mean time, 
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